JOHN HALES

[Born 15 84. Theologian. He was one of the best Greek scholars
of his day and lectured on that language at Oxford. In 1616 he
became chaplain to Sir Dudley Carleton, the English Ambassador
at the Hague, and ^ attended the Synod of Dort, where he was con-
verted from Calvinism to Arminianism. A lover of quiet and learned
leisure, he declined all high and responsible ecclesiastical preferment,
and chose and obtained scholarly retirement in a Fellowship of Eton,
of which his friends, Sir Henry Savile and Sir Henry Wotton, were
successively Provost. His treatise on Schism and Schismatics gave
offence to Laud, but Hales defended himself so well that Laud made
him a Prebendary of Windsor. Refusing to acknowledge the Common-
wealth, he was deprived of his fellowship and fell into poverty. Died
1656.]

WENT to School, at Bath (as I take it). Fellow of
Merton Colledge: afterwards fellow of Eaton
College.
He was a generall Scolar, and I beleeve a good poet: for
Sir John Suckling brings him into the Session of the Poets:
'Little Hales all the time did nothing but smile,
To see them, about nothing, keepe such a coik.
When the Court was at Windsor, the learned Courtiers
much delighted in his company, and were wont to grace him
with their company.
Mr. Hales was the common Godfather there, and 'twas
pretty to see, as he walked to Windsor, how his Godchildren
fell on their Knees. When he was Bursar, he still gave away
all his Groates for the Acquittances to his Godchildren; and
by that time he came to Windsor bridge, he would have never
a Groate left.
He had a noble Librarie of bookes, and those judiciaEy
chosen, which cost him not lesse then 2500 pounds; and
which he sold to Cornelius Bee, Bookeseller, in Little Britaiae
(as I take it, for 1000 pounds) which was his maintenance after
he was ejected out of his Fellowship at Eaton-College. Mris.
Powney told me that she was much against tibe sale of 'em,
because she knew it was his Life and joy. He had then ordy
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